FORGIVENESS: A GIFT AND A COMMAND
Why does God forgive sinners?

God hates sin and ought to punish it. He loves the sinner and would like to pardon him. Therefore God punished his Son. Jesus Christ paid the account of guilt completely (John 19:30).  Jesus is the reason why God forgives sinners. 

How can I receive God’s forgiveness?
· Give your sin the name it deserves.

· Acknowledge that you sinned against God and people (Ps 51).

· Confess your sin to God with remorse (Ps 32).

· Trust that Jesus was completely punished in your stead for your sin on your cross (Rom 3:25-26; 4:25; 8:1; Is 1:18).

· Accept God’s forgiveness as a gift of grace (John 5:24; Ps 103:12; Micah 7:14).

· Confess your sins to people (Math 5:23-24; Jam 5:16).
· Forgive those who sinned against you (Col 3:13; Math 18:15-35).

This route applies to someone who comes to faith in Christ initially and then continuously has to turn to God (1 Joh1:8-10).

What must I confess to God?

To confess your guilt to God is not easy, because I have to admit:

· I was not created for myself, but for the glory of God.

· Life is more than to get what I want and being happy.

· My kingdom has gotten in the way of God’s kingdom.

· I am self-centred, self-righteous and condemning.
· I am impatient and aggressive if somebody gets in the way of what I want.

· I pursue my own kingdom in spite of my growth, biblical knowledge and ministry experience.
Is my sin too big to be forgiven?

God forgives repentant sinners completely (Rom 5:1,2; Ps 32:1,2; Is 43:25).  The reason for his forgiveness is never my repentance, performance or membership of a church. The only basis for forgiveness is the substitutionary life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Forgiveness is a gift of grace to be received by faith (Eph 2:10; Rom 5:1). 

What about the sin against the Holy Spirit?

The only sin that will never be forgiven is the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. This occurs when somebody - who has experienced something of God’s revelation in Christ – deliberately, persistently and permanently by his confession and life rejects Jesus as the Christ (Math 12:22-32; Heb 6:1-12; 10:26-31; Gal 5:19-21). 

What happens when I do not confess my guilt and am not forgiven by God?

If I do not confess my sin and don’t receive God pardon the results are bad, e.g. exhaustion, depression, aggression, self-pity, alienation from God and people, defensiveness, lack of joy, deterioration in Bible reading and prayer (see for instance Ps 32:3-4; 2 Sam 1,12; Ps 51). And of course, without God’s forgiveness, only condemnation remains (Luke 10:10-16).

Must I forgive my neighbour?

Because forgives the repentant sinner, He expects us to forgive one another (Math 6:14-15; 18:21-35). God despises harshness, hate and unwillingness to forgive or to reconcile (Eph 4:31-5:1; 1 Cor 11:17-34).  God’s grace enables us to forgive. Ask Him to reveal to you who hurt you in the past, e.g. your parents, siblings, family, friends, teachers, colleagues, spouse, etc. List the names and hurts and forgive those people one by one. Commit them to God who is the Judge and Saviour. Pray that the Holy Spirit will help you to love them sincerely (1 Pet 2:18-25; 3:8-12).

Should I forgive God? 

No, He is absolutely holy and never sins and need not be forgiven. 

Must I forgive myself? 

The Bible doesn’t teach forgiveness of self explicitly or implicitly. Consider the following in the case where somebody says that he can’t forgive himself:  (1) He doesn’t understand or accept God’s forgiveness. (2)  He is not willing to acknowledge the depth of his own sinful nature. (3)  He may be venting his regrets for failing to achieve a certain cherished desire. (4) He may be trying to establish his own standards of righteousness. (5) He may have ascended to the throne of judgment and declared himself to be his own judge.  Somebody who says he can’t forgive himself, must be guided to a biblical understanding of himself, his sin, and of God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ (Mark 2:5; Is 38:17; 43:25; 44:22). 

What should I do with God’s promises of forgiveness?

Accept his promises: Job 14:17; Is 1:18; 38:17; 43:25; 44:22; Ps 103:12; Micah 7:19;; Jer 31:34; 
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